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SECTION 6 — ACADEMIC INTEGRITY

The University of Chester values its students’ contribution to the necessary quality of its
academic standards and awards by adhering to the princniples of academic integrity and fair
play in assessment. These standards are upheld when students, completing work for
assessment, act honestly and take responsibility for the fair presentation of the contents of
any work they produce for assessment. This means that students will do nothing that has the
potential for them to gain an unfair advantage in assessment.

PART A: ACADEMIC INTEGRITY POLIC

students are
ork for

1. Maintaining Academic Integrity < ,
1.1. In order to adhere to the University’s definition of acade

expected to abide by the following €0 i

assessment:

1.1.1. Acknowledge I% of information,;’knowledge and ideas used when
completing M ssme@msi ntly and correctly using an

acceptable re ing system

1.1.2. Produce work that is the product of their own, individual efforts. An exception
i ere ap’assignment brief specifically requires a single piece of
5 submitte @ alf of a group of students.

1.1.3. Declare whe have used work before in a previous assessment (whether
successful or not) using an acceptable referencing system;

1.1.4. Present accurate information and data that has been obtained appropriately
and which is a fair representation of their own endeavours, knowledge and
understanding;

1.1.5. Adhere to and comply with all applicable regulatory, legal and professional
obligations and ethical requirements therein.



1.2.
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The University will make information on how to maintain academic integrity available
to students in ways that are appropriate and accessible. However, at all times, it is
the sole responsibility of the student to act in a way that is consistent with the
Academic Integrity Policy and to seek advice and guidance if they are unclear.

2. Breaches of Academic Integrity

2.1.

2.2.

2.3.

2.4,

2.5.

A student will be regarded as being in breach of the Academic Integrity Policy if they
act or behave in a manner that is inconsistent with the University’s general definition
of academic integrity or the specific statements given in 1.1.

A breach of the Academic Integrity Policy may occur when a student knowingly acts
in a way that is contrary to the policy or does so inadvertent neans of careless
scholarship. Inexperience, intention, lack of intention or iliarity with the
Academic Integrity Policy will not be regarded as a defe the event that the
policy is breached.

Any breach of the Academic Integrity Policy will be categorise ither
unacceptable academic practice or academic miséonduc S ealt with in
i ocedure descti i Part B onwards.

2.4.1. Plagiarism:thx eas, intellectual property or work of others without

@ ermission.

aterial: the use of work, without
een submitted for assessment, whether
student in this University or any other
pply where a student is making a resubmission for

2.4.2. Reu

sment information.

2.4.3. Collusion: the unauthorised collaboration between two or more students
resulting in the submission of work that is unreasonably similar, but which is
submitted as being the product of the submitting student’s individual efforts.

Examples of academic misconduct include:

2.5.1. Commissioning: engaging another person or organisation to complete or
undertake an assessment, whether a financial transaction has taken place or
not.
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2.5.2. Falsification: the presentation of fictitious or distorted documents, data,
evidence or any other material, including submitting the work of another
person as if it is their own. This includes the submission of false evidence in
an application to the Mitigating Circumstances Board or to the Academic
Appeals Board.

2.5.3. Research misconduct: failure to obtain ethical approval for a research
project or failure to comply with regulatory, legal and professional obligations
for research projects.

2.5.4. Cheating: any action before, during or after an asse t or examination
which has the potential for the student to gain an ir a tage in
assessment or assists another student to do so: ncludes failure to

adhere to the examination regulations.

2.6. These lists are not exhaustive and the Academic Integrity Poli ight be breached
in ways not specifically referred to here.
2.7.  The University will take steps to de enti %cademic Integrity

Policy which might not be imm af. is marked anonymously.
Following completion of the i
anonymised, the Chair of th

nfirm the adthenticity of the work that has been

The purpose of this wi
submitted.
2.8.  Suspected breac of the Academ Palicy will be initially investigated by

e Modul ent Board in accordance with the published
in Part B onwards.

2.9. inthe case of tina
3 0rLevél 4, a br
Academic Integrity Re

ble academic practice by students studying at Level
e Academic Integrity Policy can only be confirmed by the
Panel or its subgroup.
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PART B: OVERVIEW OF PROCEDURE

3. Introduction

3.1.  The University of Chester expects that when completing work for assessment,
students will act honestly and take responsibility for the contents of the work that they
produce. This means that students must adhere to the University’s Academic
Integrity Policy and do nothing that has the potential for them to gain an unfair
advantage in assessment.

3.2. Where a tutor responsible for marking work suspects that a t has produced
work that breaches the Academic Integrity Policy, they h n obligation to report it
for investigation. This ensures that:

3.2.1. Marks and academic credit are awarded fc @ hich accurately
demonstrates the true efforts and abilities O student;
3.2.2. The efforts of students who have not breached the
are recognised by ensuring t hose who have prod rk by unfair
means are not advantaged

3.2.3. Employers and mem blic can h confidence that everyone
ity 0 ter award has undergone a rigorous
and has achie award that reflects their true

ty.

assessment pr

knowledge ili

3.3.  Throughout this dure, where made to a specific post-holder, the
line manager of that'post-holde inate another person to act instead.

3.4. Throu t ocedureywhere reference is made to a particular timescale, it is
give ar days.
% riday, they.wi

ommunications are sent via email no later than 4pm
4. Ro

I~

med to have been received the same day.

d
les; Rights and ponsibilities

4.1.  The University accepts that when a student is accused of submitting work that
breaches the Academic Integrity Policy, they might find the process stressful. The
University undertakes to minimise any distress caused to the student by:

4.1.1. Dealing with the matter as quickly as possible, whilst ensuring that this
procedure is followed correctly;

4.1.2. Atevery stage, giving clear information about the procedure and the role that
the student is expected to take;
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4.2.

4.3.

4.4,

4.5.

4.6.

4.1.3. Recognising that breaches of academic integrity relate to pieces of
assessment and are not judgements about the character of the individual
student involved; and

4.1.4. Arriving at an outcome that is just, proportionate and, where appropriate,
takes into account the individual circumstances of the student.

To ensure that each case is dealt with fairly, different people will be involved at each
stage. These are referred to throughout the procedure. Some of the key figures
involved are:

4.2.1. The Examiner: this is the tutor who is responsible for marking assessment
submissions;

4.2.2. The Monitor: this is another tutor who will reviewsthe assessment submission
and agree a mark to be released, if the student is‘eligible to receive a mark at
the end of the procedure.

4.2.3. Chair of the Module Assessment Board: this isTusually the Head of
Department (or equivalent) who is responsible for making.&n allegation,
conducting a meeting with the student and choosing whetherto refer the
matter on. The Chair of the ModuleyAssessment Beard can also nominate
other members of academic staff to undertake this, rolesfor them. Reference in
this procedure to the Chair of thesModule Assessment Board should be taken
to refer to their nominee Wherg'anotherperson‘issappointed to act instead.

4.2.4. Academic Quality Stupport Services, (AQSS): the Student Affairs team in
AQSS is respensible for administeringithis procedure once allegations are
sent fromydepartments.

In some cases, forgstudents at Level 3'or'Level 4, the Chair of the Module
Assessment'Board is able to make ‘a,decision that a piece of work is in breach of the
Académic Integrity Policy without the matter being considered by the Academic
Integrity. Review Panel. However, a student is allowed to ask for a review of that
decision if’they have goed réason to do so.

For'students at Level'sdr higher, only the Academic Integrity Review Panel or its
subgroup is able to make a decision that a piece of work is in breach of the
Academic Integrity Policy. Before this happens, the student will have the right to
present a defence.

To ensure that the procedure is handled as efficiently as possible, after an initial
allegation has been made, all other communication will normally be sent to the
student’s University of Chester email address only. It is the responsibility of each
student to check their email account regularly.

When determining whether or not a piece of work is in breach of the Academic
Integrity Policy, the University does not take into consideration whether or not the
student concerned acted deliberately.
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4.7.  Where a piece of work found to be in breach of the Academic Integrity Policy is
nevertheless eligible for marking, it is the responsibility of the Chair of the Module
Assessment Board to ensure that this is done so in accordance with Handbook F,
Section 5 of the Quality and Standards Manual.

4.8. Inall circumstances, where an allegation of a breach of the Academic Integrity Policy
is found to have been proven, the student shall not normally be permitted a deferral
of the assessment component.

4.9. At the point of submitting an application to the Mitigating Circumstances Board,
students will be advised that a proven breach of the Academic Integrity Policy in the
assessment component(s) for which they are claiming mitigationtwill normally
override any decision of the Mitigating Circumstances Board_to approve the claim.

5. Categorisation and Recording Breaches of demic Integrity
Policy
5.1. In order to deal appropriately with the different way ich the"Academic Integrity
Policy might be breached, each allegation be provisionall orised. The

assigned category will be determined by the n of the% reach.
5.2.  The following will normally be s unacceptable demic practice:

5.2.1. Plagiarism

5.2.2. Reuse o@submitted

5.2.3. Collusion

T ill normtegorised as academic misconduct:
5
5

5.3.

e
.3.2. Falsification
5.3.3. Research misconduct

5.3.4. Failure to abide by the examination regulations

5.3.5. Cheating or other types of dishonesty
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5.4.

5.5.

5.6.

5.7.

5.8.

Other acts, not specifically listed here, might also be regarded as breaches of the
Academic Integrity Policy. Where this happens, the Chair of the Module Assessment
Board may take advice from the Senior Assistant Registrar (Student Affairs) before
making a decision about the provisional category.

In the case of students registered at Level 3 or Level 4, the Chair of the Module
Assessment Board can decide that a student has breached the Academic Integrity
Policy by means of unacceptable academic practice only. In all other cases, although
advised by the provisional categorisation, the final decision rests with the Academic
Integrity Review Panel.

Allegations of breaches of the Academic Integrity Policy that aredconfirmed proven
will be recorded as academic offences. Details of allegations and recorded offences
will be held electronically by AQSS. Registry will hold details 0 rded offences
and any penalties applied.

In the event that a student has multiple cases bro t them at Level 5 or
higher, any previous offences of unacceptable oractice will be considered
as either spent or unspent for the purposes of deter gan ropriate penalty.
Offences that are spent will not be considere actors whe rmining a penalty

for any further breaches of the Academic Integ unacceptable

Policy ea
academic practice.
5.7.1. Offences of unacceptable c practic@ to assessments at Level
3 or Level 4 will be r d as spent when th dent starts study at Level

5

5.7.2. initi %ﬂunaecept
s eligi )
5.7 @" her offence

I e University, or signals their intention to withdraw,
before an allegatic reach of the Academic Integrity Policy has been resolved,
the matter will continuesto be investigated in accordance with this procedure. The
purpose of this will be to determine what, if any mark, should appear on the former
student’s transcript for the assessment concerned.

ademic practice at Level 5 or higher,
ndard penalty, will be regarded as
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PART C: ACADEMIC DEPARTMENT PROCEDURE
(COURSEWORK)

6. ldentifying a Suspected Breach of the Academic Integrity Policy

6.1. This clause does not apply where work submitted for a Level 3 or Level 4
module is suspected of breaching the Academic Integrity Policy by means of
unacceptable academic practice (plagiarism, reuse of previously submitted
material or collusion only). In these cases, clauses 8 and 9 apply.

6.2.  Where the examiner believes that there is evidence that a’piece of‘work is in breach
of the Academic Integrity Policy, they will make a reportito the Chair of the Module
Assessment Board by submitting form Al-1 Suspected®Breach of the Academic
Integrity Policy at appendix 6a(i). This will detail the suspected breach and be
accompanied by evidence.

6.3. If the examiner suspects that the studéntimay have submittedwerk'that has been
completed by someone else, but where there is no documentary evidence to
substantiate this, the examiner should‘eonsult withd¢he Chair of the Module
Assessment Board. Where necessaryythe student may be'required to attend a viva
voce (see clause 7).

6.4. If the Chair of the Mitigating Circumstap€es Board, the Deputy Registrar or nominee
or the Senior AssistantiRegistrar (Student Affairs) suspects that documents
submitted in suppert of an application,formitigating circumstances or an Academic
Appeal may‘have been falsified‘@rfabricated, they may make some limited
investigations in order to verify the'authenticity of those documents. If, having
undertaken these investigations, they suspect that the student might be in breach of
the AcademiciIntegrity Rolicy, using form Al-1 they will make a report to the relevant
Chair of the ModulesAssessment Board who will deal with the matter as if a
suspécted breach had been referred by the examiner.

6.5. No mark will be disclosed to the student. However, if the suspicion arises after a
provisional mark has been disclosed, this will not constitute a procedural irregularity.
Where provisional marks have been entered onto electronic student systems, they
should normally be removed while the matter is investigated.

6.6. The Chair of the Module Assessment Board will review the report from the examiner
and decide whether to investigate the matter further.

6.7. If the Chair of the Module Assessment Board decides that there is no case to
answer, they will give reasons to the examiner. The examiner will then complete the
assessment according to the normal process.
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6.8.

6.9.

6.10.

7.2.

7.3.

If the Chair of the Module Assessment Board decides that the matter should be
investigated further they will:

6.8.1. Write to the student (by post and email), to notify them of the allegation and
invite them to attend a meeting to discuss it. A template for this purpose is
given at appendix 6ay(ii).

6.8.1.1. The time and date of the meeting will be at the discretion of the
Chair of the Module Assessment Board but will normally take place
no sooner than 7 days after the allegation has heen sent and no
later than 21 days after.

6.8.1.2. The letter inviting the student to the m will be accompanied by
a copy of the Al-1 form and the evi e'being relied upon.

6.8.1.3. The student can attend the i anothepregistered student
of the University or by an officer of\Chester Stddents’ Union if they
wish.

odule Assessment
sonable to suspect that the
here appropriate, it may
to talk to the student about approaches to good

academic practice.
If the student do t attend the meeti hould not be delayed. Instead the
Chair of the/Modul sessme hould decide on an outcome to their

The purpose of the meeting wi e@the Chai
Board in their investigation t ish,whether it is

student’s work breaches the Aca ¢ Integrity Policy.
also be taken as an o i

investigation.in the student’s absence

If the examiner sus hat a student may have submitted work that has been
completed by someone else, but there is no documentary evidence, they may ask
the Chair of the Module Assessment Board to authorise a viva voce. This is similar to
an oral examination and gives the examiner the opportunity to talk to the student
about the contents of the work.

If a viva voce is required, it is regarded as a continuation of the assessment. Its only
purpose will be to help to decide whether, on the balance of probabilities, the student
is the author of the work that they have submitted.

The viva voce will be conducted in accordance with the procedure set out at
appendix 6d.
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7.4.  Under no circumstances will an allegation of a breach of the Academic Integrity
Policy be put formally to a student during or immediately following the conduct of a
viva voce. Instead, a report of the viva voce must be sent to the Chair of the Module
Assessment Board, who will decide whether to conduct an investigation into a
possible breach of the Academic Integrity Policy and follow the procedure set out in
clause 6.

7.5. If the student fails to attend a viva voce the Chair of the Module Assessment Board

may draw any conclusion from this that they wish when deciding whether to conduct
an investigation.

8. Unacceptable academic practice at Level 3 and Level 4 only

evel 4 module

eptable academic practice
Sion), they should continue
to mark the work, but shall disregard those elemen hey believe constitute the
breach. The provisional mark will be based e der of work, which the
examiner believes to have been produced by fair means, and withg#eference to the

applicable marking criteria.
8.2.  The examiner should markup the_ sub % of it have been

8.3.  The examiner must complet or Level 4 unacceptable academic
practice. This form confi n affected by a breach of the

Academic Integr% nd gives a @cri ion of the suspected breach.

8.4. The Al-X form should*be submit Chair of the Module Assessment Board
with a cop the work and any other evidence required to substantiate the breach of
the A @n egrity P

8.5. T%hair of the ssessment Board will act as monitor and decide either:

8.5.1. That the submission does breach the Academic Integrity Policy by means of
unacceptable practice and that they should be warned as to their future
conduct; or

8.1. If the examiner believes that work submitted for a Level
breaches the Academic Integrity Policy by means of una

8.5.2. That the submission breaches the Academic Integrity Policy, but suspects
academic misconduct; or

8.5.3. That the submission does not breach the Academic Integrity Policy.
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8.6.

8.7.

8.8.

Where the Chair of the Module Assessment Board decides that the submission does
breach the Academic Integrity Policy by means of unacceptable academic practice,
they will:

8.6.1. Make provision for the student to have a meeting with a member of staff from
the department to discuss the case and support to aid their development of
good academic practice;

8.6.2. Send a copy of the Al-X form to the student which shall act as a warning as to
their future conduct and invite them to a meeting;

8.6.3. Act to agree an appropriate provisional mark that should e awarded for the
work; and

8.6.4. Following the date of the meeting with the student, send a copy of the Al-X
form to AQSS for statistical monitoring.

Where the Chair of the Module Assessment/Board suspects that the submission
breaches the Academic Integrity Policy, but By means of academiC€ misconduct, they
will follow the procedure set out in clauses 6, 7 and 10 asfapplicable’

Where the Chair of the Module ASsessment Board decides that the submission does
not breach the Academic IntegrityPolicy, they should give reasons to the examiner
and instruct that the work is marked in'its entirety in the'normal way. All paperwork
relating to the case will be destroyed.

9. Independent Review Mechanism, (kevel 3 or Level 4 only)

9.1.

9.2.

In the case 'of a student registerediat Level 3 or Level 4, the Chair of the Module
Assessment Beard can de€ide that the Academic Integrity Policy has been breached
by means 6f'unacceptable academic practice without the matter being referred to the
Aeademig, Integrity Review,Panel. However, the student may request an independent
review of that deeision.

Within 7 days of the date that the Al-X form was signed by the Chair of the Module
Assessment Board, a student who wishes to dispute the decision may email
academicintegrity@chester.ac.uk to request a review. Such a request will only be
considered if, in the opinion of the Dean of Academic Quality and Enhancement or
nominee, the following criteria have been met:

9.2.1. The student attended a meeting with the Chair of the Module Assessment
Board arranged to discuss the matter; and

9.2.2. The student advances a reasonable case for their disagreement with the
finding. Statements that the Chair of the Module Assessment Board was
simply mistaken in their decision without a compelling explanation will not be
admissible.
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Where the Dean of Academic Quality and Enhancement or nominee is satisfied that
the criteria to request a review have been met, the case file (all forms and evidence)
will be sent to a Chair of the Academic Integrity Review Panel who has had no
involvement in the case and who is independent of any department hosting the

The Chair of the Academic Integrity Review Panel may, if they wish, interview the
student, the Chair of the Module Assessment Board and/or the referring examiner.

The decision of the Chair of the Academic Integrity Review Panel will be final and
binding on all parties. It will be communicated in writing nor later than 28

ent Board willkomplete form Al-
ix 6b(i). e student does not
pleted in theif al nd sent to the

address.

If the outcome of the investi y the Chair of the'Module Assessment Board is
that the student’s work (@ the demic Integrity Policy:

and given a reason for the decision. The
iner will the lete the assessment according to the normal process;

9.3.
student’s programme of study.
9.4.
9.5.
days following the request for a review.
10. Departmental Meeting with Students
10.1. During the meeting the Chair of the Module Asses
2 Record of Departmental Investigation at a
attend the meeting, this form should
student via their University of Cheste
10.2.
10.2.1. The form@\compl te @ opy provided to the student;
10.2.2. The examiner will be infor
a0
10;3. All paperwor ting to the case will be destroyed.
10.3.

If the outcome of the investigation by the Chair of the Module Assessment Board is
that the student’s work might be in breach of the Academic Integrity Policy:

10.3.1. The form Al-2 will be completed and a copy provided to the student; and
10.3.2. A copy of forms Al-1 and Al-2 and the accompanying evidence will be sent to

Academic Quality Support Services and the case will be referred to the
Academic Integrity Review Panel (see parts E and F).
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PART D: ACADEMIC DEPARTMENT PROCEDURE
(EXAMINATIONS)

11.

Definition of an Examination

11.1.

11.2.

12.

For the purpose of this procedure, an examination will be regarded as a timed
assessment which students are expected to undergo at a specific time and place,
notified beforehand, and conducted in accordance with the rules set out in Handbook
F, Section 4. This may include class tests.

Notwithstanding 11.1., other assessments may be regardedias an examination,
depending on the context of a specific discipline. Whereé.it may not be immediately
clear that an assessment is an examination, the Chairef the Module Assessment
Board will, if required, take advice from the Senior Assistant Registrar (Student
Affairs) and determine whether Part C or Part/®uof this procedureswill apply.

Suspecting a Breach of the Agademic Integrity Policy

12.1.

12.2.

12.3.

If an invigilator suspects that a candidate may be in breach éfithe Academic Integrity
Policy during an examination they will:

12.1.1. (If no other candidates are being disturbed) permit the candidate to continue
with the examinationHowever, they will immmediately require another
invigilator to aet asya witness. Where unauthorised materials are identified,
they will be removed if possible.iThe script (or equivalent) will be endorsed by
the inyvigilator, at the point that the suspected breach is believed to have
occurred. Thefront cover of the script (or equivalent) will also be endorsed. In
apracticallexamination, the point at which the breach was suspected will be
noted.

12.1.2u(lf 'other candidates are being, or may be, disturbed) the candidate will be
required towithdraw from the examination room. The script (or equivalent)
will be endorsed and it will be noted that the candidate’s examination was
terminated. The chief invigilator should extend the examination by a length of
time equivalent to deal with the disturbance. At the conclusion of the
examination, the matter should be reported to the Deputy Registrar.

The invigilator will require the candidate to report to them at the end of the
examination when there will be a meeting with an individual appointed by the Deputy
Registrar or the Chair of the Module Assessment Board for this purpose and who will
be known as the Examinations Officer.

The Examinations Officer will make a written record of the circumstances and retain
any relevant materials. They will require the invigilator to make a written report,
normally within three days.



12.4.

12.5.

12.6.

12.7.

12.8.

12.9.

12.10.
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Where it is not practical to retain any relevant materials, appropriate notes detailing
their nature and reasons why they could not be retained should be made. If possible
and appropriate, photographic evidence may also be gathered.

Normally within four days of receiving the invigilator’s report, the Examinations
Officer will complete form Al-EX at appendix 6e and submit it, with the invigilator’s
report and any retained materials to the relevant Chair of the Module Assessment
Board.

Normally within ten days of receiving the Examination Off ission, the Chair
e exists, prima facie,
evidence that the candidate might have breached the Academic Integrity Policy.
They may, if they wish, choose to interview the ca @ and/or the invigilator before

making such a determination.
If the Chair of the Module Assessment.B ar(gznines a iS insufficient

e
evidence, they will decide that no b % the Acade i%y Policy has
il i ither:

occurred. In this situation, they

12.7.1. That the candidate’s'sc is marked infaccor with the relevant
procedures; or
12.7.2. That the can &assessm erred.

If the Chair 'of the Module Asses nt Board determines that there is prima facie
evide a andid ight have breached the Academic Integrity Policy they
tter to Al ey will prepare the following case file:

1. rief rep@
matter be conside

12.8.2. The full submission received from the Examinations Officer; and

ining the reasons for the decision and a request that the
ed by the Academic Integrity Review Panel,

12.8.3. Any relevant correspondence between the candidate and the department in
relation to the matter.

All suspected breaches of the Academic Integrity Policy arising from an examination
will be provisionally regarded as academic misconduct.

Where a student submits an application for mitigating circumstances or makes an
Academic Appeal in relation to an examination and there is suspicion that documents
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submitted in support of this may have been falsified or fabricated, clause 6.3. of this
procedure applies.
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PART E: STANDARD PENALTY

13.

Determination of Eligibility for a Standard Penalty

13.1.

13.2.

13.3.

14.

Once the case file has been received by AQSS, the Senior Assistant Registrar
(Student Affairs) or nominee, will decide whether the student is eligible for
consideration of a standard penalty. Eligibility will be confirmed where all of the
following criteria are met:

13.1.1. The provisional categorisation of the suspected breach of the Academic
Integrity Policy is by unacceptable academic practic

ached the Academic
r,

13.1.2. The student has not previously been found to h
Integrity Policy, in either category, at Level i

13.1.3. The student has indicated that they accept the outcome of investigation
by the Chair of the Module Assessme d, or d to respond

within 7 days of the date giv e Al-2 form; and

13.1.4. If required, the student d nermally e@afurther attempt at the

assessment.

Where all of the
Academic In

Where , 0r more, of the criteriaat 13.1. do not apply, the case will be referred to a
full f the Acad@grity Review Panel for consideration and part F of

this p dure will appl

SEgroup of th demic Integrity Review Panel

14.1.

14.2.

14.3.

A subgroup of the Academic Integrity Review Panel will meet to consider cases
which meet all of the criteria given at 13.1.

The subgroup will consist of a Chair of the Academic Integrity Review Panel and the
Dean of Academic Quality and Enhancement or nominee. The Senior Assistant
Registrar (Student Affairs) or nominee will act as procedural advisor.

If a member of the subgroup has had any prior involvement in a case presented, this
must be declared and the case will be deferred to the next meeting.
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14.4.

14.5.

14.6.

14.7.

14.8.

15.

A student whose case has been referred to the subgroup will not have the right to
attend the meeting.

The subgroup will review the case file and the recommendation that the student is
eligible for consideration of a standard penalty and satisfy itself that:

14.5.1. Sufficient evidence has been presented which demonstrates that the student
has breached the Academic Integrity Policy by means of unacceptable
academic practice; and

14.5.2. The recommendation that the student is eligible for censideration of a
standard penalty is correct.

Where the subgroup satisfies itself in relation to thespeintsiat 14.5. it will act on behalf
of the Chair of the Module Assessment Board and authorise the issuing of a standard
penalty in accordance with the provisions of seetiony15.

Where the subgroup cannot satisfy itself in relation/to the pointsiat 14.5. it will refer
the matter to a full hearing of the Academic Integrity Review Panel'and part F of this
procedure will apply.

The decision of the subgroup will be communicated t@,the Student via their University

of Chester email address, and tothe/Chair of the Module Assessment Board,
normally within 14 days¢

Application ofia/Standard Penalty

15.1.

15.2.

15.3.

Once the subgroup has authorised the‘issuing of a standard penalty, AQSS will email
the student toyexplain that they are required to complete the Academic Integrity
Course within 21 days in‘accordance with appendix 6f of this procedure.

Following ‘notification tothe Student, AQSS will email the Chair of the Module
Assessment Boardwvho will be asked to ensure that a mark, based on those
elements which the examiner decides have been produced by fair means, is
determined. The work must be marked and moderated in accordance with the
requirements of Handbook F, Section 5 and a provisional mark sent to AQSS using
form Al-0. AQSS will state a deadline for the return of the form.

If the student successfully completes the Academic Integrity Course, they will be
notified of the mark for the assessment as given on the Al-0 form, which will be
provisional until ratified by the Module Assessment Board. The offence will be
considered spent in the event of any future proven breaches of the Academic
Integrity Policy by means of unacceptable academic practice.



15.4.

15.5.

15.6.

15.7.
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If the student fails to successfully complete the Academic Integrity Course, they will
fail, with a mark of zero, the assessment component concerned. The offence will be
considered unspent in the event of any future proven breaches of the Academic
Integrity Policy.

If the student fails to attempt the Academic Integrity Course by the stipulated
deadline, they will fail, with a mark of zero, all assessment components in the module
concerned. The student will be entitled to one reassessment opportunity. If a third
assessment attempt is required, this will be at the discretion of the relevant
Assessment Board. The offence will be considered unspent in the event of any future
proven breaches of the Academic Integrity Policy.

For the avoidance of doubt, a student will be deemed to have attempted the
Academic Integrity Course once they have accessed the time component.

« Course after the Module
ent Board will be

responsible for ensuring that the correct asses dures are adhered to in
order to confirm the mark to be awarded. Q
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PART F: ACADEMIC INTEGRITY REVIEW PANEL

16. Scope and Composition of the Academic Integrity Review Panel

16.1. The Academic Integrity Review Panel (the Panel) will meet to hear all allegations
which cannot be resolved by the subgroup. This will include:

16.1.1. Allegations of breaches of the Academic Integrity Policy provisionally
categorised as academic misconduct.

16.1.2. Allegations of breaches of the Academic Integrity Poliey,categorised as
unacceptable academic practice, where the student has any, previous
offences recorded against them.

16.1.3. Allegations which are disputed by the student, irrespective of the provisional
categorisation.

16.2. The Panel will consist of a Chair and two members'drawn from a‘pool@and in
accordance with the following:

16.2.1. Chairs of the Panel willdoe nominated by Faculty'Deans and nominations
approved by the Dean‘ef Academic Quality and Enhancement on behalf of
Academic Quality and\Enhanc¢ement Gommittee. Nominees will normally be
at the level of either head or deputy‘ead of department.

16.2.2. Members of the Panel will be hominated by Heads of Department and
nominationsdapproved by theyDean of’/Academic Quality and Enhancement
on behalf of Academic Quality and Enhancement Committee. Nominees must
be members of academic staff who possess relevant experience and
expertises

16.3. The Senior AssistantsRegistrar(Student Affairs) will appoint a procedural advisor to
the Panel. In addition to giving regulatory advice, the advisor will be responsible for
maintaining an accurate #ecord of the meeting.

16.4. The Chair of the Module Assessment Board or nominee who referred the allegation
for consideration will normally be asked to attend the hearing to present the case.

16.5. The University reserves the right to involve such other individuals in the hearing as it
sees fit.

16.6. When convening the Panel, the Senior Assistant Registrar (Student Affairs) will try to
ensure, as far as possible, that it is academically independent of the student whose
case is to be heard. This will normally be achieved by the following:

16.6.1. At least one of the Panel members will be independent of the Faculty from
which the allegation originates; and



16.7.

17.
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16.6.2. The Panel will not contain anyone who has been involved in the teaching or
assessment of the student in the module to which the allegation refers.

Staff and students have the opportunity to present their case in writing and in person
to the Panel. Other than through these channels, neither students, staff nor any other
individual may seek to influence the Panel or in any other way seek to sway the
operation of these procedures in relation to a case that has been submitted or which
may be submitted in future. Doing so is likely to lead to the deferral of the case and a
report being made to the Dean of Academic Quality and Enhancement for further
action.

Scheduling and Notification

17.1.

17.2.

17.3.

17.4.

17.5.

17.6.

18.

As far as possible, cases identified for hearing by the"Panelwill be scheduled for the
next available meeting, whilst making sure that the provisions of 16.6. are adhered
to.

AQSS will send the student an invitation to attend.the hearing atileasts7 days before
it takes place. The invitation will include“the date, time and locationof the hearing.
This will be sent to the student’s University;email accotint only.

The invitation letter from AQSS will.t€ll the student about their right to attend the
hearing. It will also explaimthatthe student hasthe right to submit a written statement
if they want to.

The invitation letterfrom AQSS will explainthat the student can bring someone with
them to thehearing ifithey want: That.person must be a member of the University of
Chester._it can be another student'ar an officer of Chester Students’ Union. If the
student is under18, theys€an‘also be accompanied by a parent or guardian.

If arcopy of the evidenee forthe case was not sent with the invitation from AQSS, the
student will receive, it at least 2 days before the hearing. The evidence will be exactly
what was sent to AQSSby the Chair of the Module Assessment Board.

If any more evidence is presented after the file has been sent to the student, or if it
becomes available during the hearing, the University will still consider it as part of the
case. However, if this happens, the hearing will be postponed until the student has
had a chance to look at the new evidence and respond to it.

Requests to Defer a Hearing

18.1.

In order to resolve cases as quickly as possible, the Panel may be convened to hear
cases at any point in the year, including during vacation periods. Where a hearing
has been scheduled during term time a student can request a deferral of their case
on one occasion only, for one of the following reasons:
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18.2.

18.3.

18.4.

18.5.

19.2.

18.1.1. A clash with a scheduled teaching session or assessment.
18.1.2. A clash with a scheduled field trip or with work placement.
18.1.3. A clash with another academic requirement.

18.1.4. lliness of the student, or someone for whom the student has a caring
responsibility.

18.1.5. Work commitments (unless the student is part-time, this can only be cited

outside of term time weeks).
In the case of 18.1.1 — 18.1.3. the request must be made ne.les n 3 days prior to

the hearing and be accompanied by written conflrmat| an appropriate
member of academic staff.

In the case of 18.1.4. where the student cannot gi 2 adv nce, a request for
a deferral must be made as soon as possibl oI 0 g and, in every
case, within no more than 3 days. It must al companie valid medical

certificate.
[ e time weeks, ion to the reasons

reguested on the grounds of a pre-booked

: a|I to the Senior Assistant

. |ng this will be given in the invitation

Registrar (Student The proces
letter.
Q S&:ademlc Integrity Review Panel

If the Panel meets on a date out
listed in 18.1., a deferral may
holiday.

Requests to defer a h uld be

ahead in their abse

Prior to the hearing, the members of the Panel will have received a copy of the case
file submitted to AQSS by the Chair of the Module Assessment Board or nominee. In
addition, the Panel may take into consideration the following when deciding an
appropriate outcome:

19.2.1. Any written statements from the student which were not included in the case
file;

19.2.2. Any oral statements that the student wishes to make to the Panel at the
hearing and any oral statements made by anyone who accompanies the
student to the hearing; and



19.3.

19.4.

20.
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19.2.3. Any oral statements from any other relevant sources, including the Chair of
the Module Assessment Board who referred the case.

No one else is allowed to attend the hearing on the student’s behalf. However, where
the student is accompanied to the hearing, the Chair of the Panel may invite that
person to make a statement. That statement must be limited to general support of
the student and their circumstances. The person accompanying the student is not
permitted to answer questions posed to the student by the Panel.

The hearing will be conducted in two parts:

19.4.1. In the first part the student, anyone accompanying t d the Chair of the
Module Assessment Board or nominee will be present. urpose of this
part of the hearing will be to present the evideneé e student, to hear the
student’s response and any requests for miti his part of the hearing
will normally be audio recorded.

19.4.2. The second part of the hearing will b conducted in pri
Panel members and the procedural isor/present. T
will be for the Panel to review the evide prese
during the first part of the heg nd to consider ppropriate outcome. A
written record of this partsof tl aring will be m

Decisions of the ic Integri view Panel

20.1.

20.2.

21.

The outcome of the h\will consis Q

20.1.1. A degision abgut wheth ent’s work has breached the Academic
Integrity Palicy; and, if the Ranel decides that a breach of the policy has

demic practice or academic misconduct; and

r
2. Whether tha e Academic Integrity Policy is by means of
accepta «@

20.1.3. What penalty should be applied.

If the Panel decides that the student’s work does not breach the Academic Integrity
Policy, the matter will be referred back to the Chair of the Module Assessment Board
who will instruct the examiner to complete the assessment in accordance with the
normal procedures.

Penalties for Unacceptable Academic Practice

21.1.

If the Panel determines that the student’s work has breached the Academic Integrity
Policy by means of unacceptable academic practice, the procedural advisor will
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inform the Panel of any previous offences in either category and whether they are
spent or unspent (see 5.7.).

21.2. If the student would be entitled to a reassessment opportunity:

21.2.1. Where the student has no unspent offences recorded against them, the
Panel should refer to penalty group A.

21.2.2. Where the student has one unspent offence recorded against them:

21.2.2.1. If the current case contains no more t e proven allegation,
the Panel should refer to penalty gro r

21.2.2.2. If the current case contains two
Panel should refer to penal

o moke unspent offe orded against
@ 1 in penalty'grou

21.3. If the student would not be entitle area sment opportunity, the case must be
considered in penalty& owever, if the student has no unspent offences

recorded against th provisions apply.
21.4. Where the pr: | advisor confirms t student would ordinarily have been

eligible for consideration for a s nalty had they chosen not to contest the
case, t I

proven allegations, the

21.2.3. Where the student has two
them, the case should be

21.5.

Notwi f 21.2. the Panel may choose to consider the case in

not be limited to, the following:

21.5.1. Where the student has previously found to have breached the Academic
Integrity Policy by means of academic misconduct, the Panel may wish to
consider the case in a higher penalty group; or

21.5.2. If there are particular extenuating circumstances either relating to the
individual student, the nature of the allegation(s) and/or the presentation of
the case, the Panel may, if it chooses, consider the case in a lesser penalty

group.

21.6. Where a student is found to have breached the Academic Integrity Policy for the first
time at Level 5 or higher and that breach has occurred in the final assessment



21.7.

21.8.
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attempt allowed by the University, the Panel will decide whether it should be
considered in penalty group A or penalty group C. The following normally applies:

21.6.1. The Panel may choose to consider the case in penalty group A if all of the
following criteria hold:

21.6.1.1. The module to which the offence relates permits internal
compensation of marks; and

21.6.1.2. The moderated mark recorded on form Al-0 is compensable (i.e. 20
or higher); and

21.6.1.3. Based on information available to the , there is a
mathematical chance that the st ass the module overall
if the moderated mark can be a

()

i~
A

21.6.2. The Panel must consider the case in/penalty group C if@ny.ef the following
criteria hold:

21.6.2.1. The module to wl offence rel s%ot permit internal
compensatio ma and/or

21.6.2.2. The moderate recor on form Al-0 is not compensable
(ie. 1 lower); and/or

ematical chance e student can pass the module overall

g e if the m ark can be awarded.
A ill 8 to identify cases that might cause 21.6. to

As far ible, AQS

com t prior to aring. Where this happens, AQSS will liaise with the
ir ofthe Module Asse

p .

re§|

res at the he

Penalty group A

The Panel should select from one of the following options. However, the Panel
should not normally impose the penalty at 21.8.1. if the student has previously been
in receipt of a standard penalty in accordance with part E of this procedure:

21.8.1. The student will be required to complete the Academic Integrity Course within
21 days in accordance with appendix 6f and the provisions at clause 15. will

apply; or

21.8.2. The student will fail, with a mark of zero, the component of assessment in
which a breach of the Academic Integrity Policy has been proven; or
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21.9.

21.10.

22.

21.8.3. The student will fail, with a mark of zero, all components of assessment in the
module in which a breach of the Academic Integrity Policy has been proven.

Penalty group B

The student will fail, with a mark of zero, all components of assessment in the
module in which a breach of the Academic Integrity Policy has been proven; and

21.9.1. The student’s final degree classification will be lowered by one class; or
21.9.2. Marks for modules specified by the Panel will be capped at 40; or

21.9.3. Marks for modules specified by the Panel will be set 0. The student will
be entitled to a second or third assessment attem appropriate.

Penalty group C
The student will fail, with a mark of zero, all compg % f assessment in the

module in which a breach of the Academic In it has been proven; and
21.10.1. The student’s programme of study'is terminated wit ediate effect and

they are not permitted to submit any er work for.as ment. They will
0 e\total numb edits achieved based
itted to/date entitles one; or

21.10.2. The student’s progra is'termin with immediate effect and
they are not itted to'submit rther work for assessment. All

marks for ule ssessment Board will be set to
zero. Theywill
Univefsi r

) ( ! a o

be entitled to an exit awa
on all assessments s

2]
(=g
) [
> Q
<
(@)
<
Q

22.1.

22.2.

The Panel will determine an appropriate penalty, taking into account any previous
proven breaches of the Academic Integrity Policy (whether by means of
unacceptable academic practice or academic misconduct), the number of proven
allegations in the current case, the nature and seriousness of the allegations and any
extenuating factors.

Pen demic,

If the el determines @ tudent has breached the Academic Integrity Policy

m f acade Iseenduct, the procedural advisor will inform the Panel of
re )

22.2.1. The Panel will disregard whether any previous offences are spent or unspent.

22.2.2. Where there are multiple allegations in the case, the Panel will nhormally
consider them consecutively.
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In every case, the student will fail, with a mark of zero, all components of assessment
in the module in which a breach of the Academic Integrity Policy has been proven. In
addition the Panel will consider applying one of the following:

22.3.1. The student’s marks for assessment components specified by the Panel will
be set to zero. The student will be entitled to a second or third assessment
attempt as appropriate; or

22.3.2. The student’s final degree classification will be lowered by one class; or

22.3.3. The student’s marks for modules specified by the Panel be capped at 40; or

22.3.4. The student’s marks for modules specified by the Panel will be set to zero.

The student will be entitled to a second or third assess attempt as
appropriate; or Q
M

ated withiimmediate effect and
or assessment. They will be

ved based on all

22.3.5. The student’s programme of study is termi
they are not permitted to submit any furthe
entitled to an exit award if the total number edits a
assessments submitted to date entitles them to one; o

v\% iate effect and
r ssment. All marks

22.3.6.

other programme of study.

N O
O
&P
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PART G: ADMINISTRATION

23.

Reporting Outcomes

23.1.

23.2.

23.3.

23.4.

The decision of the Panel will be communicated to the student via their University of
Chester email account and to the Chair of the Module Assessment Board no later
than 14 days after the date of the hearing.

Where the Panel has found that the student has submitted work which breaches the
Academic Integrity Policy, that decision and the decision on penalty will be reported
to the Deputy Registrar or nominee as follows:

23.2.1. In the case of a standard penalty, the Deputy Registrar will be notified after
the expiry date of the student’s eligibility to complete the Academic Integrity
Course. AQSS will advise the outcome in accordance with the provisions of
clause 15.

23.2.2. In all other cases, the Deputy Registrar willbe notified asgsoonsas possible
after the conclusion of the hearing.

Any decision on penalty relatingsto components of assessment and/or module
outcomes made by the Panel‘are binding on the Module Assessment Board.

23.3.1. If the Module Assessment Board has not,yet met to ratify the student’s marks
at the time the decisiontis madegitisithe responsibility of the Chair of the
Module Assessment Board to enter the penalty decision on the student’s
record.

23.3.2. If the Module Assessment'Board has already met to ratify the student’s marks
at the time the degision is made, Registry will enter the penalty decision on
the'student’s record.

Any degision on pénalty felating to the student’s programme of study and/or overall
award outcome made by the Panel are recommendations to the relevant
Awards/Progression Assessment Board.

23.4.1. If the Awards/Progression Assessment Board has not yet met to consider the
student’s eligibility to progress or for an award at the time the decision is
made, the recommendation will be reported by the Deputy Registrar at the
appropriate time.

23.4.2. If the Awards/Progression Assessment Board had already met to consider the
student’s eligibility to progress or for an award at the time the decision is
made, or where it is appropriate to act prior to the next meeting of that Board,
the Deputy Registrar will seek to obtain the consent of the Chair of the Board
and, where required, the Chief External Examiner, to implement the
recommendation of the Panel.
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Appeals Relating to Breaches of the Academic Integrity Policy

24.1.

24.2.

24.3.

24.4.

The final decision on whether a piece of work is in breach of the Academic Integrity
Policy, whether made by the Chair of the Module Assessment Board (Level 3 or
Level 4) or by the Academic Integrity Review Panel or its subgroup (all Levels) will be
regarded as an academic judgment.

A student may not appeal against the final decision that a piece of work is in breach
of the Academic Integrity Policy solely on the ground of a disagreement with that
decision.

Where a student is entitled to receive a mark for a piece of workdound to have
breached the Academic Integrity Policy that mark represents an academic judgment
and may not be the subject of an appeal.

A student is entitled to appeal on the grounds of a proce | or administrative
irregularity in the conduct of this procedure. Appe submitted in
accordance with Handbook F, Section 10.






